
Taking
a jab is
correct
course
Getting the COVID-19

vaccine is perhaps the
most obvious no-brainer
decision ever.
A few weeks back it be-

came clear that there
was enough juice for
nearly everyone who
wanted a jab to get one.
That’s when it became a
no-brainer. Never would
jumping in line in front
of a more needful person
be a noble
move. How-
ever, with
vaccine
readily
available for
just about
anyone will-
ing to take
it, there
must be a
weighted
measure of
reason be-
hind waiting any longer.
Finding none, I jumped
in line.
Had the first dose at

the local health depart-
ment with absolutely no
side effects. The other
shot will come this week
and since the wife had
hers last Thursday with-
out any fanfare, this one
should be uneventful,
too.
With 56 million doses

already doled out in the
United States and in-
tense scrutiny applied to
every shot, there’s no
reason to remain in the
back of the line, or out of
the line for that matter.
So far, there have been
no deaths attributed to
complications following
vaccination, at least ac-
cording to cursory re-
search on the internet,
but there have been rare
cases of adverse reac-
tions. 
There are a few folks

around Marion who can
testify to high tempera-
tures and body aches fol-
lowing their COVID
inoculation. Yet all of
them have quickly recov-
ered, sometimes within
just a few hours of the
onset of symptoms.
Those infrequent com-

plications and temporary
ill feelings are no argu-
ment for abstaining from
the vaccine. 
Tired of fast-food drive-

throughs, closed sections
in restaurants that aren’t
seating guests and these
hot, annoying face cover-
ings, are ample forces to
prompt a shot or two.
Whether through fear,

political persuasion or
personal piety the rea-
soning behind foregoing
the vaccine will never
outweigh the option of
getting it. At some point,
those who have it will be
allowed into places or on
public transportation
systems when those
without will not. Fair?
Who’s to decide? It will
certainly not be those of
us in the average Joe
aisle. 
The decision we can

control is whether to
take the jab or not. 

The author, Chris
Evans, has been editor
and publisher of this
newspaper for decades.
You can contact him at
evans@the-press.com.

Governor signs bill to
expand voting options
Gov. Andy Beshear late last week

signed House Bill 574, which ex-
pands voting opportunities in Ken-
tucky. For full details of the plan
see article in last week’s edition of
The Crittenden Press.

Caney Fork closed for now
Caney Fork Road in rural northern

Crittenden County is temporarily
closed to motor vehicle traffic be-
cause of a drain tile failure near the
intersection of Nunn Switch Road.
Caney Fork is between Nunn Switch
and Blackburn Church roads.
County officials say the road will
likely be closed for a few weeks as
a tile must be procured then in-
stalled.

Another local distinguished
Former Campbellsville University

president Ken Winters, The Press
learned this week, should have
been included in the list of Critten-
den County natives named as a
Distinguished Alumnus at Murray
State University. Winters received
the recognition in the 1970s. Oth-
ers from Crittenden County are
Jerry Brown, the late Forrest Pogue
and most recently, federal judge
Alan Stout.

CHAMBER PLANS FESTIVAL
Community leaders are beginning

to make plans for this fall’s Pump-
kin Festival. Crittenden County
Chamber of Commerce announced
last week that this year's Pumpkin
Festival will be held on Saturday,
Sept. 25. Anyone interested in hav-
ing a vendor booth or taking part in
the event, can visit the Chamber of
Commerce office at City Hall or its
Facebook page.

Covid cAPACITY INCREASE 
Gov. Beshear said this week that

when 2.5 million Kentuckians have
received at least their first dose of
vaccine, the state will remove most
capacity restrictions on gatherings
of fewer than 1,000 people and re-
duce physical distancing guide-
lines. In addition, he will end the
curfew for bars and restaurants.
The governor believes the goal can
be met in about three weeks.
Masking would remain in effect and
mass gatherings would still be lim-
ited until COVID-19 variants are
under control and more Kentucky
children are able to be vaccinated.
The Governor said Kentucky has
reported cases of all three variants
of concern.

UPCOMING MEETINGS
•Marion Planning and Zoning

Board will meet at 5:30 p.m.,
Thursday, April 15 at city hall.
•Crittenden County High School

Site-Based Decision-Making Coun-
cil (SBDM) will meet at 3:45 p.m.,
Tuesday, April 20 in the library.
•Marion Tourism Commission

will meet at 8:30 a.m., Tuesday,
April 20 at Marion Welcome Center. 
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STAFF REPORT
Trapper Haire loves to

fish, but he’d almost rather
make bait.
Just 11 years old, the

young Crittenden County
outdoorsman has found his
calling, and it’s tying flies.
Making lures is a craft

that takes time to learn and
years to perfect. From knots
to materials, there’s more
than one way to tie a fly and
Haire likes experimenting
with all sorts of materials.
With a yard full of critters on
his family’s 100-acre farm in
the northern part of the
county, Haire never runs out
of feathers or hair to weave
the perfect fly. He uses
guinea feathers picked up
around the house, but finds
elk hair more favorable.
After receiving a fly tying kit
for Christmas, the fifth

grader started buying other
materials to create all sorts
of fishing lures, including
peacock feathers and other
necessities both natural and
synthetic including hooks

and thread. 
A lifelong lover of the out-

doors, Haire is involved in
Scouting because he likes 

See FLY/page 3

No matter what generation you’re from
or which platform you prefer, The Press is
there bringing you news and sports in a

timely fashion. Join us online today!

Trapper Haire has a newfound hobby tying fishing flies with feathers found around his home
in northern Crittenden County.

YOUNG OUTDOORSMAN DRAWN TO FISHING 

Tying on the Fly

Home from
deployment
STAFF REPORT

Coming home can be
more emotional than
leaving, said Staff Sgt.
James Duncan, who
surprised his two
youngest children dur-
ing a staged event Mon-
day at Crittenden
County Elementary
School.

“I was more nervous
about seeing them than
I was actually going over
there,” said the Ken-
tucky National Guards-
man, who just returned
from a nearly year-long
deployment to Poland.

Duncan, 36, was
summoned by the mili-
tary to serve in
Louisville during the ini-
tial outbreak of the pan-
demic last April. As soon
as that assignment with
the Kentucky Medical
Command ended, he
was shipped overseas for
a planned deployment.

“I just thought some-
body had dressed up as
him,” said second-grader
Liam, who was sitting
outside with other stu-
dents, including his sis-
ter, Aubrey, when dad
was revealed after hiding
in a large box.

The school had been
in on the surprise plans
for days, but Principal 

See GUARD/page 10

Surprise, Surprise... It’s dad!

Staff Sgt. James Duncan returned home Monday after nearly a
year in Poland with the Kentucky National Guard. Pictured with
him are his son, Liam, and in the background his wife Breann
and daughter, Aubrey. His oldest son, Keifer, was also at the sur-
prise event held at Crittenden County Elementary School.

Trapper Haire is all about fishing and making bait.
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Emge
Mary Ruth Emge, 74,

of Newburgh, Ind.,
died Tuesday, April 6,
2021 at her home after
a short battle with
cancer.   She was a
member of Holy Rosary
Church in Evansville.

Surviving are her
husband, Tim Emge of
Newburgh; a son, Na-
thaniel (Luana) Emge
of Monrovia, Calif; two
grandchildren, Adriana
and Bianca Emge of
Monrovia, Calif.; and a
sister, Barbara Hicks
of Newburgh.

She was preceded in
death by her parents,
Claude and Brinnie
Andrews.

Graveside services
will be at 1 p.m.,
Thursday, April 22 at
Mapleview Cemetery.
The family will receive
visitors from Noon
until service time at
Gilbert Funeral Home
in Marion, KY.

Memorials may be
made to the Mary Hall
Ruddiman Canine
Shelter, 24 Just A
Mere Road, Marion, KY
42064.

Calvert
Ricky Lynn Calvert,

65, of Marion, died
Tuesday, April 6, 2021
at Baptist Health Pa-
ducah. He was a
United States Army
veteran.

Surviving are his
wife, Judy
Calvert of
M a r i o n ;
t h r e e
s o n s ,
R i c h a r d
Calvert of
S o u t h
B e n d ,
Ind., Mi-
chael Cal-
vert of
Osceola, Ind.,
and John
Calvert Mar-
tin of Marion;
a step-son,
James Ard of
C o v i n g t o n ;
two sisters
Charlotte (Jimmy Ed-
wards) Hamby of
Frances and Sandra
Purdy (Joe) Board of
Dawson Springs; a
brother-in-law, Ricky
Warner; 11 grandchil-
dren; and two great-
grandchildren.

He was preceded in
death by his parents,
James Obie and Willie
Edna Brown Calvert; a
brother, Donny Lee
Calvert and step-son
Joseph Warner.

Graveside services
were Monday, April 12
at Asbridge Cemetery
with Bro. Jerry Driver
officiating. 

Myers Funeral Home
was in charge of ar-
rangements.

Jones
Stella Mae Jones, 78,

of Salem, died Wednes-
day, April 7, 2021 at
her home.

She was born March
13, 1943 to A.
R. and Myrtle
D i s m o r e
Jones.   She
retired after
23 years as a
Master Ser-
geant in the
U. S. Army and worked
23 years as a nurse.

She enjoyed art,
music, sewing, cook-
ing, and gardening and
was of the Methodist
faith.    

Surviving are a
daughter, Trisha Pow-
ell of Salem; a son, Joe
Seekings of Salem; two
sisters, Ruby Reeves of
Justin, Texas and
Irene Moore of Mes-
quite, Texas; three
grandchildren, John
Powell, Stephanie Taw-
fik and Kristen Burton;
four great-grandchil-
dren, Zoey, Damien,
John Michael; and her
caregiver for many
years, Sally Shue-
craft.    

She was preceded in
death by her husband,
Kenneth Kimbro and
her parents.

Funeral services
were Monday, April 12
in the chapel of Boyd
Funeral Directors and
Cremation Services.
Burial was in Paradise
Cemetery.

Reed
Kora Beth Reed was

born Saturday, April
10, 2021 with her per-
fect angel wings.  

Surviving are her
parents, Bobby and
Kara Reed and Cathe-
rine Joyner of Burna; a
brother, David; two
sisters, Addie and
Ranslee; two grand-
mothers, Mary McDon-
ald and Terry Woodall;
aunt Dovie (Ti) Yaw of
Grand Rivers; her
g r ea t - g r andmo the r ,
Nora Driver of Salem;
and many other family
members.                  

Funeral services
were Wednesday, April
14 in the chapel of
Boyd Funeral Directors
and Cremations Serv-
ices with Rev. Jim
Wring to officiate. Bu-
rial was in Pinckney-
ville Cemetery.

Memorials may be
made by mail to the
March of Dimes, Dona-
tion Processing Center,
P. O. Box 18819, At-
lanta, GA  31126 or
online at www.mar-
chofdimes.org

Evans
Charles Wayne

Evans, 73, of Salem,
died Sunday, April 11,
2021 at Salem Spring-
lake Health and
Rehab. He was a
member of Ambassa-
dors For Christ
Church. 

Surviving are his
wife, Barbara Evans of
Salem; a daughter, De-
nese (Don) Keene of
Marion; five grandchil-
dren, Chad Keene,
Kassie (Ryan) Culwell,
Katie Keene, Leah
Keene and Seth
(Halina) Keene; four
great-grandchi ldren,
Remi, Roxi, Revel and
Rowan; a brother, Wil-
liam (Vicki) Evans; two
sisters, Janie Combs
and Carol Hunter; and

several close nieces
and nephews. 

He was preceded in
death by his parents,
Charles B. and Almeda
Evans; a daughter,
Shelly Brown; and a
granddaughter, Jamie
Brown. 

Services are sched-
uled for 1 p.m., Sat-
urday, April 17 at
Gilbert Funeral Home
with burial in Maple-
view Cemetery. The
family will receive vis-
itors from 11 a.m.
until service time at
the funeral home. 

Donations may be
made to Ambassadors
For Christ Church. 

Willingham
Emma Nell Willing-

ham, 93, of Marion,
died Monday, April 12,
2021 at Crittenden
Hospital. 

Surviving are three
sons, Dale (Natalie)
Willingham of Marion,
Russell (Lori) Willing-
ham of College Grove,
Tenn., Kenneth (Ber-
nadine) Willingham of
Oaklawn, Ill.; nine
grandchildren, 13
great-grandchi ldren,
four great-great-grand-
children and several
nieces and nephews. 

She was preceded in
death by her husband,
Murphy Willingham;
her parents, Howard
and Lonnie Bowers; a
daughter, Wanda “Sis’
Willingham; a son,
Ronnie Willingham;
and a daughter-in-law,
Judy Willingham. 

Services will be at 5
p.m., Saturday, April
17 at Gilbert Funeral
Home with burial in
the Willingham Family
Cemetery. The family
will receive visitors
from 3:30 p.m., until
service time at the fu-
neral home.

Slaton
James C. "Tub" Sla-

ton, 64, of Crittenden
County, died Monday,
April 12, 2021 at Dea-
coness Hospital Mid-
town in Evansville.

He was born in Crit-
tenden County on
June 3, 1956 to Jo Sla-
ton and the late John
"J.C." Slaton.

Surviving are his
mother, Jo of Evans-
ville; a sister, Lori
Skinner Korn (Mitchell)
of Nashville; two
brothers, Tim (Kathy)
of Evansville and Mark
(Darlene) of Evansville;
two nephews, Justin
(Courtney) Skinner
and Brandon Slaton
(Alyssa); two nieces
Ashley Skinner (Mi-
cheal Ford) and Amber
(Brandon) Wagner;
nine great-nieces and
nephews; and two spe-
cial aunts, Francis
Herrin of Crittenden
County and Penny
Towery (Wincell) of
Portage.

High school build kicks off

Easter 
cheer

Sarah Ford, (left)
president of the Crit-
tenden County Ex-
tension Homemaker
Association, presents
Easter cards to
Candy Yates, activ-
ities director at Crit-
tenden County
Health and Rehabili-
tation.  Homemakers
sent cards with inspi-
rational messages to
62 residents. 

STAFF REPORT
The official application

requesting permission
from the state to build a
new high school was
given approval by the
Crittenden County Board
of Education Monday
night. 

A blend of bonds and
local funds totaling an
estimated $13.7 million
will be used to construct
the school on the north
side of campus between
Rocket Arena and West
Bellville Street. 

On Monday, the school
board met with design
and financial partners
and laid out cost esti-
mates and funding. The
largest funding source is
a $9.3 million bond sale.

Called a BG-1 form,
the official application for

construction submitted
to the Department of
Education could be ap-
proved in as little as four
weeks. Meantime, a land
survey and geotechnical
borings will be performed
on the proposed building

site.
A new high school will

free up the existing high
school for middle school
students, and the 1947
wing of the middle school
will be torn down.

Jeannie Cannon (right) of RBS Design Group, dis-
cusses plans for the new high school with (from left)
board members Bill Asbridge, Chris Cook, Tim Grau
and Ryan McDaniel.



Recognition for
KY Rep. Bechler 
The American Con-

servative Union Foun-
dation (ACUF) has once
again recognized Rep.
Lynn Bechler, R-Marion,
with an Award for Con-
servative Achievement.
Rep. Bechler received
his first award in 2014,
which was the first year
the ACUF started rec-
ognizing Kentucky leg-
islators. 
Rep. Bechler has been

recognized every year
since then making
2020 the seventh con-
secutive year he has
been bestowed with
this distinguished
honor. This award is
presented to state leg-
islators that continually
illustrate conservative
principles in their work.

Livingston gets
911 center grant
Livingston County

has received a grant to
improve its 911 service
center.
State Rep. Lynn Bech-

ler announced that the
Kentucky Office of
Homeland Security
awarded Livingston
County Fiscal Court
$26,748. By statute,
grant funding is di-
rected to projects that
establish and improve
delivery of 911 services
in the commonwealth,
with an emphasis on

Increasing Next Gener-
ation 911 capacity.
“911 is an essential

component to main-
taining a community’s
public safety and is
critical when respond-
ing to an emergency,”
Bechler said. “It is very
important that in this
modern age, our local
emergency workers
have updated equip-
ment and systems in
place when responding
to an emergency. This
is great news for my
district, and I am confi-
dent this will keep the
citizens of Livingston
County safe.”
This competitive

grant was issued based
on critical need after
Kentucky 911 subject
matter experts ana-
lyzed and scored appli-
cations.

waste tire dump
is here next week
Crittenden County

has received a grant
through the Pennyrile
Area Development Dis-
trict to collect waste
tires over three days
starting next week. 
County residents can

dispose of their tires

for free at the county
convenience center on
U.S. 60 East from 8
a.m., until 3:30 p.m, on
Thursday and Friday,
April 22-23 and on
Saturday morning April
24 until noon. The
county’s participation
in the program requires
it to only provide a col-
lection site and man-
power. Otherwise this
is a free service for all
involved. Tires will not
be accepted from com-
mercial businesses.

Vehicle tags can
renewed online
Through the first

quarter of 2021, 49 ve-
hicle registrations have
been renewed online in
Crittenden County for a
total of $6,026.29 in
taxes and registration
collected.
It's easy to renew

your tags online 24/7.
Simply visit https://se-
cure.kentucky.gov/kytc
/renewal and pay with a
credit or debit card. 
The registration will

be processed the next
business day and
promptly mailed to the
customer from Critten-
den County Clerk's Of-
fice.

For Breaking News
Between Issues 
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50 YEARS AGO
April 15, 1971
n Martha Marshall and Terry Boone, mem-
bers of the Teenage 4-H Club, spent the
week in Washington, D.C. as delegates to
the Kentucky Older Youth Conference. 
n Margaret Gilland was elected to a
W.O.W. State Office at the Jurisdictional
Convention in Owensboro. 
n Airman Roger D. Walker completed
basic training at Lackland AFB, Texas. 
n Seven Crittenden County teenagers at-
tended the Teen Leader Environmental
Workshop at the Lake Cumberland 4-H
Center. Members in attendance were
Shanan Travis, Mary Jo Arflack, Kathy
Henry, Eddie Boone, Debbie Boone, Larry
Hearell and Ricky Hatfield. 
n Pam Heady won the local spelling bee,
earning her the honor of representing Crit-
tenden County in the Tri-State Spelling
Bee in Evansville. 
n Bennett Smith was named to the Three
Rivers All-Conference basketball team for
1970-71.

25 YEARS AGO
April 18, 1996
n Ryan McDaniel, a junior at Crittenden
County High School, was elected Region 2

President of the Future Farmers of Amer-
ica for the 1996-97 school year. 
n Chris Brantley signed a national letter of
intent to play basketball at Shawnee Com-
munity College. 
n Crittenden County High School Band,
unders the directions of Mark Benningfield,
placed second in the American Music Fes-
tival held in Orlando, Fla. 

10 YEARS AGO
April 14, 2011
n Crittenden County Chamber of Com-
merce named Stout Law Office business
of the month. 
n Sean McNeely, a junior at Crittenden
County High School, participated in a dis-
trict SkillsUSA competition. McNeely re-
ceived a gold medal for his category,
computer maintenance and repair. 
n Bob and Joy Briley of Marion were rec-
ognized for owning the Ohio Two-year-Old
Pacing Colt of the Year. The award was
presented during a meeting of the Ohio
Harness Horseman’s Association. 
n Crittenden County FFA Chapter sent 15
members to compete at Murray State Uni-
versity FFA Region 2 Speaking Day. Crit-
tenden’s Kari Buntin scored a Superior
Second in Goat Impromptu. Dylan Crab-
tree scored an Excellent in Turf and Lawn
Impromptu. Mark Farmer scored an Excel-
lent in Crop Impromptu. Rachel Jennings
scored an Excellent in Sheep Impromptu.
Matt Papineau scored a Superior First in
Poultry Impromptu. Daniel Patton scored
an Excellent in Small Animal Impromptu.
Faith Sitar scored an Excellent in Creed
Speaking. Stacia Snow scored a Superior
in Fruit and Vegetable Impromptu. Jake
Woods scored an Excellent in Ag Mechan-
ics Impromptu. 

Children’s Librarian
Melissa 
VAZQUEZ

Melissa Vazquez is a
relative newcomer to the
Crittenden County Public
Library having joined the
staff almost 2 years ago.
She was born in New Jer-
sey then moved here from
St. Louis because of family
connections. The 31-year-
old is a soon-to-be mother
and has generated quite an
online following with her
videos from the library.

Q: Can you give a
brief overview or descrip-
tion of your duties and re-
sponsibilities?

A: As a children’s li-
brarian, I help parents pick
out books for their children,
provide resources to par-
ents as needed and facili-
tate children’s programs
such as 1,000 Books Be-
fore Kindergarten, Story
Hour, Crafting Corner and
so much more. 

Q: How have the
many children’s programs
and activities had to
change with COVID-19 re-
strictions?

A: Since the onset of
COVID-19, all of our pro-
grams and activities have
had to change by going to
a virtual format instead of
in-person. We are slowly
making our way towards
limited in-person programs

as COVID cases go down
and our county remains
yellow.

Q: Can you tell me
about the Dial-A-Story pro-
gram offered for children?

A: Dial-A-Story is a fun
free program offered to our
community that has librari-
ans and other people in our
community reading chil-
dren’s books and telling a
joke of the day. It’s a won-
derful way to have that per-
sonal reading connection
with the kids in our commu-
nity. We currently have a
program at our library
called 1,000 Books Before
Kindergarten. The goal is
simple, read 1,000 books
to your kiddo before they
go to kindergarten. Every-
thing is free in the program
and kiddos who reach 200
book milestones get to pick
a prize from the prize bas-
ket at the library, as well as
get their picture taken with
a milestone banner. Once
they reach 1,000 books,
they get a bigger prize and
their picture put on the bul-
letin board! Parents just
have to stop by the library
to fill out a form for us and

receive their folder with all
of the information and re-
sources they need for the
program, as well as check
out some cool books for
their kids! 

Q: Has COVID-
19/having virtual events
decreased the number of
children participating in
various library activities?

A: I would say that
since COVID-19 quite a lot
of kids and parents are
burnt out from doing things
virtually, so our Story Hour
numbers have decreased
due to it being held on
Zoom. However, we re-
launched in-person Story
Hour on April 2, which I am
very excited! 

Q: Why would you en-
courage parents/families to
get their children involved
with the public library? 

A: I cannot stress
enough how wonderful our
library is and all of the
things we do for the com-
munity. Most of it is free! Li-
braries provide everything
from faxing, scanning,
printing, computer usage,
genealogy services, free
programs for all age
groups and of course free
books, DVDs, audiobooks
and checkout kits to bor-
row. We are constantly
striving for ways to better
meet the needs of our
community and grow as a
library. It’s absolutely worth
getting involved with your
local library, we have so
much to offer! 

MARION POLICE activity report
Data below provided by Marion Police Department compare February police acitivity for the
month of March 2021 to the same month in 2020. The chart also includes the previous
month’s totals, year-to-date police activitiy totals and a five-year monthly average.

                                                     MARCH       MARCH         FEB.                2021              5 YEAR
CATEGORY                                  2021         2020            2021           YR TOTAL           AVG.
Miles driven/patrolled                                                            
Criminal investigations                                                        
Domestics                                                                              
Felony Arrests                                                                        
Misdemeanor arrests                                                            
Non-criminal arrests                                                              
DUI arrests                                                                             
Criminal summons served                                                      
Traffic citations                                                                       
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Continued from page 1
camping and hiking, and
he and his family enjoy
fishing just about any-
where. A small pond be-
hind his house is his
favorite hole, but he once
caught a seven-pound
bass at Lake George. He
can fish from a kayak al-
most all day, says his
mother Jeretta Haire.
“We got him a fly tying

kit. He watched the video
then just starting making
them,” she said. “He
wants to start making
YouTube videos about
how to tie flies.”
Chenille is one of his

favorite materials for bait
making. He likes to tie a
little on a hook or jig
head to replicate an in-
sect that fish might find
attractive. To make a lure
appear lifelike in the
water, you have to tie it a
certain way to make it re-
spond properly on the
end of a line. 
“You can personalize

them how ever you
want,” he explains.
“Whether you like dark
colors or big ones just
find feathers or materials
that fit your style.”
Squirrel fur is another

good tying material. Get-
ting turkey feathers or
squirrel hide is pretty

easy. Those are animals
he enjoys hunting the
most, but it’s fishing that
really turns his crank.
“I want to start molding

soft baits, too,” he said. 
Resourceful indeed, he

also makes his own min-
now traps and catches
bait in the creek next to
the house.
“Fishing is just more

interesting to me than
other sports,” he said,
“because you can throw
a worm into the water
thinking you’re fishing
for bluegill and next
thing you know there’s a
two-pound bass on the
line.”



BY THOMAS BLACK
SPECIAL TO THE PRESS
Swinging the crying in-

fant by its bare feet, the
filthy, hulking brute of a
man slammed its head
against the rough bole of
a huge water maple,
causing the tiny skull to
explode into a gory
shower of blood, brains
and bone fragments. Its
young mother’s agonized
scream was cut short by
the menacing glare of an
upraised fist of this blood
spattered monster who,
just seconds before, had
wrestled her colicky baby
from the safety of her
arms. 
Too frightened to move

or speak, Sally cowered
on the ground in pure
terror. Then, as she con-
tinued to watch, with a
crude animal like grunt
and another mighty
heave, he slung the now
lifeless body into the
dense, green canebrake.
Many times before, she
had seen what savagery
this heartless animal was
capable of, but this dis-
play of depravity was on
an entirely different level.
She knew if he could kill
his own brother’s child,
he would have no diffi-
culty whatsoever in
snuffing out her sad, pa-
thetic life.
With the violent mur-

der of his nine-month-old
niece, Micajah Harp, bet-
ter known as Big Harp,
just committed one of the
most heinous crimes of
his blood-thirsty outlaw
career.
Many historians con-

sider the Harps to be
America’s first known se-
rial killers, and after two
long centuries, it is in-
deed difficult, if not im-
possible to distinguish
fact from fiction with re-
gard to their brutal lives.
I have always had a
rather morbid fascination
with their story and I
know it's because so
many of their worst
crimes and the gruesome
death of Big Harp took
place within a few miles
of my home in Crittenden
County. 
Learned scholars also

like to argue whether the
Harps were brothers or
cousins. As physically
different as they were,
I'm more inclined to be-
lieve they were cousins.
Either way, it is a moot
point and for the sake of
this article, we will con-
sider them to be siblings.
We do know that they

were a gift to the rest of
the world from Orange
County, North Carolina.
Dark complected Micajah
was born around 1748.
Two years later, fair-
skinned, red-haired
Wiley, who went by Little
Harp, entered the world.
During the Revolution,

acting more like merce-
naries than someone that
was actually sympathetic
to the plight of the British
crown, they fought
against the Colonials in
numerous engagements.
Following the war, those
people that had been
loyal subjects of King
George III and chose to
continue to live within
the original colonies were
often treated with mali-
cious contempt.
It was in this rough,

hostile frontier environ-
ment that the Harps per-
fected their grisly
avocation.
Having begun a life of

crime at an early age, it is
only logical that they
were to experience many
close calls with the law.
Finally, in the mid 1780s,
with a sheriff hot on their
trail, the two men, ac-
companied by their joint
concubines – sisters
Susan and Betsy
Roberts – fled North Car-

olina for the remoteness
of eastern Tennessee's
rugged mountains. There
they spent the next 12
years living with a hand-
ful of renegade Creek and
Cherokee Indians, com-
mitting the most inhu-
mane crimes imaginable.
Victims in this vast
wilderness were relatively
few, so in order to
quench their insatiable
thirst for blood, they
moved near the fledgling
town of Knoxville, where
in 1797, Little Harp mar-
ried Sally Rice, the
daughter of a Baptist
preacher. There, they
robbed, stole livestock,
burned cabins and barns
and killed anyone unfor-
tunate enough to cross
their hellish path.
Once again, the ever-

present threat of being
killed or captured forced
them to cut and run. On
a bitter cold morning in
December of 1798, with
their meager belongings
in tow, they escaped
north, up the Wilderness
Road, through the snow
covered Cumberland Gap
into Kentucky, where
their unheralded arrival
gave an appalling rein-
carnation to the phrase,
Dark and Bloody
Ground. 
At that time in Amer-

ica, they were by far the
most sinister pair of indi-
viduals ever sired by the
devil. Simply put, these
boys from the backwoods
of North Carolina were
the embodiment of all
things evil in mankind.
When compared to the
number of murders at-
tributed to them, the vast
majority of our modern-
day serial killers are rank
amateurs. Today, it
would be considered poor
parenting, but in the
Middle Ground (Ken-
tucky, Illinois and Ten-
nessee) of the late 1700s,
it was common practice
for mothers to tell their
misbehaving kids, "If’n ya
ain’t good, the Harps will
get ya."
It is not known when or

where the Harps killed
their first victim and
judging from the extreme
diversity of their victims,
it doesn't appear they
killed for any lasting
monetary gain. To the
contrary, it seems they
killed for no other reason
than the pure thrill of the
moment. About the only
positive thing that can be
said of the Harps is that
they were certainly not
prejudiced. They have
been blamed with the in-
discriminate slaughter of
a half-a-hundred men,
women and children of
all ages and races. Plus,
you have to wonder, how
many more people were
murdered by them in the
trackless wilderness of
Kentucky, Illinois and
Tennessee that no one
ever knew about. Asleep
or awake, the Harps were
always armed to the
teeth and if the situation
required, they were cer-
tainly not opposed to
using a rifle to kill some-
one. However, by all indi-
cations, it seems they
preferred to get within
arm’s reach of their vic-
tim, which allowed them
to use either a razor
sharp long-knife or a
skull splitting tomahawk. 
These instruments of

death were quick, quiet
and lethal and is the rea-
son so very few people

that the Harps tried to
kill ever lived to brag
about their encounter.
In southern Hardin

County, Ill., nestled on
the bank of the Ohio
River, you will find the
sleepy little hamlet of
Cave-in-Rock. It is an 18-
mile drive from my front
door, plus a leisurely five-
minute cruise across the
river on the contempo-
rary ferry boat, Loni Jo.
This ferry began operat-
ing way back in 1807 and
is one of only 10 remain-
ing in the state. On the
weathered face of a
shear, limestone cliff,
quite literally within spit-
ting distance of the river
is an ancient cavern with
a bloody history. In 1729,
the French explorer and
engineer M. De Lery,
penned the earliest
known record of caverne
dans Le Roc (Cave-in-
Rock), and you would in-
deed be hard pressed to
come up with a more ap-
propriate name. This
bluff is approximately
one-quarter of a mile in
length and in a few
places as much as 100
feet high. It is a beautiful,
yet imposing natural for-
tification and presents a
commanding view of the
sprawling Kentucky
countryside. One of the
many unique features of
this cave is it is not visi-
ble from the river until
you are practically in
front of it. But, from
within its large, yawning
maw, you can easily see
for miles up and down La
Belle Rivière (The Beauti-
ful River). The grotto ex-
tends 165 feet straight
back into the hillside. Its
main chamber is 75 feet
high and is partially illu-
minated by the diffuse
light that passes through
a narrow cleft in the
dome shaped ceiling.
This opening also func-
tions as a chimney, and if
needed, with the aid of a
long ladder, an emer-
gency escape route.
Decades ago, a few
scenes from the classic
movies, "Davy Crockett
and the River Pirates"
and "How the West Was
Won" were filmed at
Cave-in-Rock. More re-
cently, an episode of "In
Search of History" enti-
tled "The River Pirates"
was filmed here in 1997
by the History Channel.
In 1797, Samuel

Mason, a local crime
boss, realized that, either
through violent ambush
or clever guile, Cave-in-
Rock was the perfect lo-
cation from which to prey
upon the slow moving
flatboats. Consequently,
Mason pressed it into
service under the guise of

an ordinary (tavern) and
it became the center of
operation for the many
counterfeiters, highway-
men and river pirates
that infested both sides
of the Ohio.
From the interior of the

cave, a harmless looking
individual would appear
and attempt to coax the
flatboat crew to shore
with the friendly offer of a
gill of rum, much needed
supplies or the carnal
lure of illicit female com-
panionship. After he
helped tie off their boat,
the unsuspecting crew
would then have to follow
him, single file mind you,
through the narrow walk
way that leads back into
the cave. At this point,
they were quickly sur-
rounded at gun point,
summarily relieved of
their earthly chattel. A
lucky few escaped. The
less fortunate ones were
killed, gutted like a deer,
their body cavity filled
with stones and then
given a quick burial in
the murky water of the
Ohio. Oftentimes, the
women, if their lives were
spared, were forced to
work as prostitutes
within the cave.
Another ploy of the

bandits was to have
someone standing on the
muddy river bank, usu-
ally a helpless female,
waving to a passing boat
and pleading for help. If
the members of the crew
were gullible enough to
fall for this ruse and
came to her rescue, then
riflemen hidden behind
the trees and boulders,
at a given signal, shot
them down like dogs. Ei-
ther way, the hapless vic-
tims’ flatboat was
ransacked then scuttled
or else taken intact,
down the Mississippi to
New Orleans, where the
cargo and boat were sold
by the pirates. Months
later, via the Natchez
Trace, they would then
return to Cave-in-Rock to
repeat this vicious cycle
of crime.
After entering Ken-

tucky, the Harps left a
trail of murder and may-
hem the breadth of the
commonwealth that even
Deputy Barney Fife could
have followed. Near
Danville, they were ar-
rested and lodged in jail
for a few days before
making good their es-
cape. Like moths to a
flame, the Harps were in-
extricably drawn to Cave-
in-Rock, arriving in the
spring of 1799, where
they quickly fell in with
the resident outlaws. In
May, a man, the sole sur-
vivor of a recent flatboat
attack, was being held
captive in the cave. Late
one night, as the silver
light of the full moon re-
flected off the broad river,
unbeknownst to the oth-
ers, the Harps forced this
poor wretch to the top of
the cliff above the cave.
There, they stripped him
naked, tied his hands
and placed him upon the
back of a blindfolded
horse. Laughing sadisti-
cally, they whipped the
horses rump with a keen
willow switch and ran it,
with the terrified,
screaming man on board,
over the precipice and
onto the rocks far below,
killing them both. Even
as inured to brutality as
the Mason gang was, this
act of violence was sim-
ply too much for them to
handle. At the business
end of a cocked musket,
the Harps were ordered
to leave, and leave imme-
diately. Begrudgingly,

they quickly gathered up
their ragged families and
with a stream of profan-
ity that would peel the
bark off of a persimmon
tree, they vanished into
the gloom of the Illinois
night.
The sweltering months

of June and July crept by
and except for a handful
of unsubstantiated ru-
mors, nothing at all was
seen of the Harps in Ken-
tucky. The good people of
eastern Tennessee
weren't so blessed. Thir-
teen murders occurred
there that perfectly fit the
Harps modus operandi,
and with the law on their
bloody trail, the Harps
once more hitched the
reins of their weary
horses to the North Star.
It was in the course of
this sudden exodus,
while camped on the
bank of the Mud River in
Logan County, Kentucky
that Big Harp killed his
niece for the simple rea-
son she wouldn't quit
crying. He always said
the squalling brats would
be their undoing.
Little did anyone know

that the Harps had qui-
etly returned to their old
stomping grounds in
western Kentucky and
were now living in a
squalid, one-room log
cabin on Canoe Creek
eight miles south of Red
Banks (the original name
for Henderson, Ky.).
Itwas during the dog
days of summer that fear
swept through the area
like a wildfire when sev-
eral bodies, bloated and
horribly mutilated, were
found near this cabin.
The Harps, ever on the
defensive, realized they
were being watched and
quickly sent their three
women and two remain-
ing children to a pre-
arranged hideout. Once
things had settled down,
the men, in disguise, set
out to retrieve their fami-
lies. After a 15-mile ride,
they stopped to water
their horses at the home
of James Tompkins.
When Big Harp informed
Tompkins that they were
Methodist circuit riders,
he invited them to break
bread with him. While
they ate, Tompkins casu-

ally mentioned that, sev-
eral days before, he had
used the last of his gun
powder and was sorely in
need of fresh meat. Big
Harp, acting the role of
the charitable minister,
then proceeded to fill a
teacup sitting on Tomp-
kins table with powder
from his own horn. As
you shall see, even 200
years ago, misdeeds had
a way to come back and
haunt you.
When they were fin-

ished eating, the Harps
wiped their greasy
mouths on their sleeves,
stood up from the table,
shook Tompkins’ hand
and thanked him for the
meal. In turn, Tompkins
thanked the good rev-
erend for the powder and
assured him it would be
used most wisely.
Vowing as to how there

was a sinner behind
every third tree whose
soul was in need of re-
demption, they told him
they must be on their
way to do God's work. It
was just a little after
nightfall when they
reached the home of
Squire Silas McBee,
hunter, Indian fighter
and justice of the peace.
Their intent was to kill
McBee, but thanks to the
viscous pack of bear
hounds he kept for hunt-
ing, their plan quickly
unraveled. Angered at
their own misfortune,
they traveled about four
miles to the cabin of
Moses Stegall, near the
future town of Dixon,
where they asked to
spend the night.

Next week, the second
in this three-part series
will pick up with the
Harps’ overnight stay in
modern-day Webster
County that left a Critten-
den County woman wid-
owed.
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Harps etch notorious mark on pioneer west Kentucky

Author Thomas Black on the Cumberland Trail with his
grandson Tristan.

PART 1 of 3
Three-Part History Series
The Harps were among
the most notorious out-
laws during pioneer
days and their savagery
touched Crittenden
County in more ways
than one. More informa-
tion about the Harps
and their ties to this
community can be found
at the Historical Mu-
seum in Marion.
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Remembering the Flanary family, part II

Our story continues 
with the Flanary family 
and how the old 
home became 
a local land-
mark.	

Samuel and 
Maggie had 
two sons that 
carried on the 
history of the 
family and 
their land, both 
carried the 
family names 
William Wat-
son and James 
Isaac Flanary. 
Watson lived in 
the family log 
house until he 
died. He was 
well known and 
liked by all in 
the Hebron community.   

It’s not known for 
sure when the logs of 
his house were covered 
with weather boarding 
and the red asphalt sid-
ing were put on or when 
the small kitchen was 
built onto the back of 
the house. There wasn’t 
any running water in 
the house. The living 
room of the house was 
also the voting place for 
Route 4 district for many 
years until the little 
block house was built in 
the 1960s for the voting 
place. It is still standing 
today.  

Watson Flanary died 
May 25, 1978. His obit-
uary reads, “Funeral ser-
vices for William Watson 
Flanary, 69, of Route 4, 
Marion were conduct-
ed at 2 p.m. Monday at 
Tucker Funeral Chapel 
with Rev. Robert Phillips 
officiating. Burial was 
in Dunn Springs Ceme-
tery, where his parents 
are also buried.  He is 
survived by one brother, 
James Flanary of Marion 
and three nephews. Mr. 
Flanary formerly served 
as a member of the Crit-
tenden County Fiscal 
Court, representing the 
Ford’s Ferry district.”

–––
Samuel and Maggie’s 

other son, James Is-
sac Flanary died June 
20, 2006. His obituary 
reads, “James Flanary, 
90, of Marion, died June 
11, at Salem Springlake 
Care Center. He was 
head lockmaster for the 
Corp of Engineers for 27 
years. Three sons sur-
vive, David Allen Flanary 
of Fredonia, Samuel W. 
Flanary of Evansville 
and James Douglas Fla-
nary of Paducah. Burial 
in Dunn Springs Ceme-
tery.”

It is the daughter of 
James Douglas that has 
shared this history with 
us. Her father loved for 
her to drive him around 
his old home area and 
he would share with 
her stories that his fa-
ther James had told him 
when he was growing up 
in the area.

One of these stories 
was that Samuel and 
his brother Eli decided 
to go out West and work 
on the railroad and get 
a homestead for their 
labor. From a little item 
in The Crittenden Press 
dated Dec. 13, 1882, it 
was written Mr. Eli Fla-
nary writes from New 
Mexico to his friends in 
this county that he is 
doing well and is high-
ly pleased with his new 
home. 

Somehow later Eli got 
hurt in a work accident 
and was so bad that one 
of his legs had to be  am-
putated. They were in 
New Mexico at the time.  
For compensation, the 
railroad gave Eli and 
Samuel some money, 
two horses and two dou-
ble-barrel shotguns. And 
with these they started 

their long journey across 
the country back to their 

home in Crit-
tenden County. 
Imagine start-
ing out from 
New Mexico 
on horseback 
through miles 
of uncharted 
land with guns 
and little else 
to make their 
journey home. 
It’s a wonder 
that they made 
it back to Ken-
tucky, but they 
did and con-
tinued to live 
out their life in 
their old home 
of Crittenden 
County. 

Eli once owned and 
ran a grocery store on 
the corner of the Fords 
Ferry Rd. and Hwy 91, 
as we know it today. I 
remember the store as 
Shaffer’s Store many, 
many years ago, but Eli 
Flanary is the one who 
started it, and he was 
able to do so with the 
money he received from 
his injury out West.  
LaNita’s brother Thom-
as now owns that little 
corner where the original 
Flanary store once sat.

LaNita tells me that 
the family has one of the 
double-barreled shot-
guns and Eli’s wooden 
leg as family mementos 
today. They had been 
kept all those years in 
the little attic of the log 
cabin. What a story to 
pass down to future 
generations.  And that 
is what LaNita’s father 
Doug loved to do.

Another interesting 
story concerns the Mur-

der’s Cave. Was it true or 
not that is where the out-
laws used to throw the 
dead bodies after they 
murdered and robbed 
them?  Some evidence I’d 
say has some proof  to 
it is, when James was a 
small boy, which would 
have been in the early 
1920’s, he and some of 
his friends liked to play 
around the rugged bluffs 
and in the mysterious 
cave.  Back in the depths 
of the cave they found a 
human skull with a bul-
let hole in it. The family 
doesn’t know what ever 
happened to this relic, or 
if it ever made it home or 
was left in the cave.  

The old Fords Ferry 
Road came down Pick-
ering Hill and across a 
flat field near the ground 
opening of the cave. As 
you traveled the roadway 
you wouldn’t even realize 
there were steep bluffs 
just yards from the road. 
The road continued in 
front of the Vaughn cab-
in across the field and 
veered right onto what 
today is Ky. 387. 

In the open field, still 
standing today, you can 
see clearly from the high-
way another landmark, 
is an old catalpa tree, 
that was talked about 
many years ago. 

An article written 
in 1933 about the im-
provement of our high-
ways tells of Ky. 91 as it 
leaves Marion on what 
is now West Bellville 
Street, formerly the Old 
Salem Road. It passes 
near Freedom Church 
and school, through the 
Memphis Mines section, 
by Forest Grove School, 
around the side and over 

the A. T. Terry hill by the 
old Bracey farm, and into 
the old Fords Ferry Road 
at the big catalpa tree. 
The tree was a landmark 
in the northern section 
of Crittenden County for 
more than half century, 
on Sam Flanary’s lane. 
There, the road, which is 
graveled and well kept by 
the state, ends. The road 
from the Sam Flanary 
Lane to Dam 50 is sur-
faced with river gravel.

LaNita said her dad 
Doug tells the story of 
his father, James, and 
his brother, Watson, as 
young boys played in the 
Catalpa tree. On one oc-
casion they used their 
sling shots to shoot some 
stones at a man riding 
by on a mule. The man 
was Mr. Barger and he 
had a load of eggs he was 
taking to town to sell. 
The mule reared up and 
the eggs got busted. The 
young Flanary boys got 
in a heap of trouble over 
that one.

I’m sure the old tree 
has many stories it could 
tell of days gone by. Even 
Mr. Hollis Franklin, an-
other well-known and 
much thought of Critten-
den Countain that lived 
in the area, once told in 
one of his stories, that as 
a young boy (would have 
been in the early 1900s), 
they used to play ball in 
the field where the old 
catalpa tree now stands.     

–––
The old tree still stands 

today, a bit ragged look-

ing, one of the last re-
minders of this neigh-
borhood and the families 
and memories that once 
were made here. Thanks 
again to LaNita Flanary 
for sharing her family 
pictures and memories.   

(Brenda Underdown is 

chair of Crittenden Coun-
ty Historical Society and 
a member of Crittenden 
County Genealogical So-
ciety. Much more local 
history can be found at 
OurForgottenPassages.
blogspot.com).

The landmark catalpa tree on Ky. 91 North can be seen 
today as it still marks its ground where it’s stood for 
over 100 years. This picture made around 1933 shows (from left) Wat-

son Flanary, Samuel Flanary, Douglas (grandson of 
Samuel), Maggie and James Isaac Flanary, father of 
Douglas. Doug is the father of LaNita Flanary who 
shared pictures and information for the story.

The Murders Cave was the subject of many stories and 
legends surrounding the area that was located in the 
rocky bluffs of Crooked Creek on Flanary property.
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(Sen. Dorsey Ridley, a Henderson Democrat, has
served in the Kentucky Senate since 2004 representing
District 4, which is comprised of Crittenden, Livingston,
Caldwell, Webster, Union and Henderson counties.)

(Rep. Lynn Bechler, a Marion Republican, has served
in the Kentucky House of Representatives since 2013
representing House District 4, which is comprised of Crit-
tenden, Livingston, Caldwell and a portion of Christian
County.)

(Kentucky Supreme Court Justice Bill Cunningham is
a former judge and practicing attorney in western Ken-
tucky. He is a resident of Lyon County and author of sev-
eral books. His column appears in this newspaper
periodically.)

(Allison Evans is the advertising manager and an edi-
torial contributor at The Crittenden Press. The newspaper
has been in her family for more than a half-century. She
can be reached at (270) 965-3191 or by e-mail at alli-
son@the-press.com.)

(Brenda Underdown is Crittenden County’s historian
and serves on the board of the historical and genealogi-
cal societies in the county. She is also active in maintain-
ing Crittenden County Historical Museum.)

(Perry Newcom was elected judge-executive of Critten-
den County in 2010. His column appears periodically in
this newspaper. He can be reached at (270) 965-5251.)

(Daryl K. Tabor is editor of The Crittenden Press. His
column appears in this newspaper periodically. He can be
reached at (270) 965-3191 or thepress@the-press.com.)

(Chris Evans is the publisher and editor of The Critten-
den Press. He is also author of the book, “South of the
Mouth of Sandy,” which is available from online book-
stores. His column appears periodically. He can be
reached at (270) 965-3191.)

(Don Gatewood is a resident of rural Crittenden
County. He is a retired U.S. Navy commander and former
police officer. His opinions are his own and are not neces-
sarily those of the newspaper.)

(Rev. Lucy Tedrick, pastor at Marion Church of God,
shares her views periodically in this newspaper. She
can be reached at (270) 965-3269. Her opinions are her
own and are not necessarily those of this newspaper.)

(Mark Girten, pastor at Crooked Creek Baptist
Church, shares his views periodically in this newspaper.
He can be reached at (270) 601-0965. His opinions are
his own and are not necessarily those of this newspa-
per.)

(Linda Defew is from Livingston County and periodi-
cally writes a column for this newspaper. Her stories
have been published in numerous magazines and books,
and recently, she had her first book published, "Murder
in Little Heaven." She can be contacted at
oldwest@tds.net.)

(Regina Merrick if director of Crittenden County Public
Library on West Carlisle Street in Marion. The library can
be reached at (270) 965-3354.)

Allison
EVANS
Staff writer

Write
Now

Regina
MERRICK
CCPL director

@ Your
Library

Brenda
Underdown
County Historian

Forgotten
Passages
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There it was, a beautiful 
brand new bicycle. It was 
what she really wanted. 
What she got, at first, was 
a doll house that was lov-
ingly made by her father. 
The disappointment on 
her 10-year-
old face was 
enough to con-
vince her dad 
to go and sell 
the doll house 
and buy her 
that bike. There 
was not enough 
money for a bi-
cycle, but there 
was enough 
craftmanship 
and love in the 
dollhouse to get 
it.

It was not 
until a couple 
of decades lat-
er, when her 
father passed 
away unexpect-
edly that the full impact 
of her rejection of the gift 
of love hit her. And it hit 
her hard. If she could only 
say how sorry she was. I 
know that her father un-
derstood – and so did she. 
After all, she was only 10.

Years after her father’s 
passing, she was at an es-
tate sale and there it was. 
It was her dollhouse. It 
had her father’s name on 
the bottom. It had been 
bought by a couple who 
wanted their granddaugh-
ters to have something to 
play with when they vis-
ited. It was a little worse 
for wear, but it was still as 
solid as when her father 
crafted it for his 10-year-
old daughter. She bought 
it – back. Redemption!

If one lives long enough 
there will be moments 
like this. I know of a few 
people who have similar 
stories of lost family trea-
sures that have suddenly 
and unexpectedly popped 
up and were met with op-
portunity to regain what 
was lost. 

The stories how things 
are lost are as varied as 
the items. They do, how-
ever, share the common 
threads of lack of appre-
ciation or deception. They 
also share an understand-
ing on the part of the of-
fender that a mistake had 
been made. Sometimes 
it is realized immediately 
(those tend to be the de-
ception stories) and some-
times it takes months or 
years (those tend to be 
the lack of appreciation 
stories). The resolution 
comes when realized of-
fense meets an opportu-

nity to make things right. 
One of my favorite re-

demption stories (in the 
sense of buying some-
thing back) happened 
over 50 years ago in Wis-
consin. There was a family 

who immigrat-
ed from Eu-
rope to central 
Wisconsin and 
bought some 
land on which 
to farm. What 
they did not 
know (but the 
seller probably 
did) was that 
the land was 
sandy and not 
good for crops. 
What they did 
have was a pic-
turesque creek 
full of trout and 
walleye. They 
built cabins 
and a rustic 
lodge and sur-

vived through the Depres-
sion. They hosted gang-
sters and presidents (not 
at the same time!). 

In the early 1960s there 
was a group of churches 
looking for a camp. They 
learned of this property 
and approached the fam-
ily about selling it. Once 
they learned that it would 
be used as a youth camp, 
they agreed on an attrac-
tive price. It was still more 
than the group had. So 
it was decided to collect 
donations and have a 
fundraising auction at the 
property with the blessing 
of those selling it. 

The woman who owned 

the resort donated her 
grand piano. Far and 
away the most valuable 
item. She attended the 
auction and outbid ev-
eryone. Then she donat-
ed her piano to the camp. 
Did you get that. She do-
nated the piano to raise 
money to buy her prop-
erty. Bought the piano for 
more than it was worth. 
Then gave it to the camp 
– again. This redemption 
story did not take much 
time to execute. However, 
the story of how the piano 
came to be at that place 
and then donated – twice 
– still resonates with all 
the children who attend 
that camp. The story is 
told to all of them so that 
they know.

It teaches them grati-
tude, generosity and re-
sponsibility. But they 
must be told the story 
– over and over, and gen-
eration to generation. Re-
demption stories are built 
from love and generosity. 
Most of the time they are 
triggered by an event that 
represents loss of some 
sort – but not always. 
They are consummated 
when opportunity meets 
more love and generosity. 
When they are honored 
and told they still teach 
us, and they last for gen-
erations.

Dr. Sean Niestrath is a 
minister in Madisonville, 
Ky. He holds a doctoral 
degree in ministry. You 
may contact him at sean.
niestrath@outlook.com.

Sean
NIESTRATH
Faith-based columnist

Guest
Columnist

Redemption takes time n The Padgetts will be 
singing at 6 p.m., Sat., 
April 17 at Crooked Creek 
Baptist Church located 
1.2 miles from Marion off 
Ford’s Ferry Rd. A love of-
fering will be accepted. 

n Maranatha Baptist 
Church located at 1442 
Cedar Grove Rd. In Sa-
lem, will have revival at 7 
pl.m., April 16-18. Bro. Le-
roy Driver will deliver the 
message.

n The Clothes Closet of 
the First Baptist Church in 
Fredonia is open to serve 
the area with free clothes. 
For the time being, the 

Clothes Closet is operat-
ed outdoors from 1-3 p.m. 
each Thursday. Please 
observe social distancing. 
The Clothes Closet will be 
closed in case of rain. 

n Fredonia Unity Bap-
tist Church’s clothes clos-
et is open from 9 a.m. to 
noon on the second and 
fourth Saturday of every 
month.

n First Baptist Church 
of Fredonia food pantry 
is open from 1 to 3 p.m. 
the third Thursday of each 
month in Coleman Hall of 
the church.

n The clothes closet at 

Mexico Baptist Church is 
open from 9 to 11:30 a.m. 
each Monday.

n Cave Springs Baptist 
Church between Lola and 
Joy in Livingston County 
offers food 24 hours a day, 
7 days week at its outdoor 
Blessing Box in front of 
the church.

Does Your Congrega-
tion  Have  Something 
Planned?

Let us know. We post 
church notes here at no 
charge.

Email to thepress@the-
press.com or call (270) 
965-3191

AAsskk tthhee PPaassttoorr
By Bob Hardison

Church Events & News

Question: Does human 
life begin when a baby 
starts breathing on his or 
her own? Does it begin 
three months or six months 
after conception? When 
does human life begin?

  Answer: I am sympa-
thetic to the thinking that a 
woman should have control 
over her own body. When I 
was in school I had a fairly 
open opinion about abor-
tion, but I have come to 
the firm conviction that it is 
contrary to the teaching of 
God’s holy Word. The Bible 
teaches the sanctity of ev-
ery life.

Our culture has shifting 
definitions of when a per-
son is alive. It’s debated 
in politics, over social me-
dia platforms and in class-
rooms, but God makes it 
clear in His Word that hu-

man life begins at concep-
tion.

Notice how God affirmed 
Jeremiah long ago:  “The 
word of the LORD came to 
me, saying ‘before I formed 
you in the womb I knew 
you, before you were born 
I set you apart; I appoint-
ed you as a prophet to the 
nations’” (Jer. 1:4, 5). Like 
Jeremiah, God knows each 
of us. He forms us in the 
womb.  

No one happens by ac-

cident. Almighty God crafts 
each person with great care 
from his or her conception 
and each one is of value to 
Him and to mankind. 

 Even in the earliest em-
bryonic stages when life is 
fragile and dependent on 
the mother, every life is 
known and valued by God 
and should be valued by 
each of us. 

Send your questions to: 
bob@bobhardison.com

Human life begins at conception



for sale
GE front load washer, 
white 4.6 cu. ft., model 
GFW430, bought August 
2019, asking $250. Text 
(270) 969-8887. (2t-16-c)
ds
2010 John Deere zero 
turn mower, 60” cut, 
$5,200. (270) 988-2796. 
(1t-15-p)

garage sale
Garage sale, Sat., April 
17, 8 a.m.-noon, 41 Air-
port Rd., girl’s, ladie’s & 
men’s clothing, jewelry, 
shoes, purses, frames, 
household décor, games, 
books, DVDs, Christmas 
items, exercise equip-
ment, Porter residence. 
(1t-15-p)

wanted
Bee swarms wanted. If 
you have bee swarms on 
your property, call (270) 
853-9070. (3t-16-p)
Hay ground needed. Will 
pay by the bale. (270) 
704-1787. (8t-18-p)

real estate
Property for sale: 2 BR, 1 
bath house on 1.7 acres 
on Shady Lane in Marion, 
living room, kitchen, en-
closed back porch; com-
mercial lot on Spar Mill 
Road inside Marion city 
limits; corner lot in Carrs-
ville. For questions on 
any property, call (270) 
704-1292. (4t-17-p)

employment
The Earle C. Clements 
Job Corps Academy is 
seeking a Welding In-
structor, certified by 
American Welding So-
ciety. We offer a com-
petitive salary, benefits 
package and advance-
ment opportunities.  MTC 
is an equal opportunity 
employer-Minori ty/Fe-
male/Disabled/Veterans. 
To view current openings 
and qualifications and 
to apply, please visit our 
website: www.mtcjobs.
com “Building Tomorrow’s 
Futures Today.” (4t-16-c)
OWNER OPERATOR – 
Must have own semi-trac-
tor.  Forklift experience 
needed – or someone 
raised in a farming com-
munity. Dedicated South-
ern IL/Western KY.  Es-
tablished company. 
Excellent pay and fuel 
rebate.  219-663-5678 X 
17. (4t-15-p)
The Earle C. Clements 
Job Corps Academy is 
seeking employees.  We 
offer a competitive salary, 
benefits package, and ad-
vancement opportunities.  
Full-time, part-time, and 
substitute positions avail-
able. MTC is an equal 
opportunity employer-Mi-
nority/Female/Disabled/
Veteran.  To view current 
openings and qualifica-
tions and to apply, please 
visit our website: www.
mtcjobs.com.  “Building 
Tomorrow’s Futures To-
day” (4t-17-p)
Reliable workers need-
ed! Full-time, 1st & 2nd 
shift positions avail-
able now!  Strong Solid 
Company with a Bright 
Future! Good starting 
wage $10 & up based on 
skill & experience. Must 
pass background & drug 
screen.  Apply at Liberty 

Tire Recycling, 2071 US 
60 West, Marion KY or 
email resume to hmalo-
ney@libertytire.com. Call 
for more info 270-965-
3613. Equal Opportunity 
Employer.​ (6-tfc)

services
Laxbri Lawn Care, LLC 
serving Crittenden and 
surrounding counties, 
residential and commer-
cial; licensed and in-
sured. Free estimates. 
(270) 508-1256. (4t-18-p)
CONCRETE WORK: 
Parking lots, garages, 
steel buildings, walls, 
sidewalks, driveways, 
room additions, rock 
driveways, clean ditch-
es. Call for quote (270) 
724-4672, Joe Mattingly 
Concrete Construction. 
(12t-23-p)
ATTORNEY
Denied Social Securi-
ty Disability? Appeal! If 
you’re 50+, filed SSD and 
denied, our attorneys can 
help get you approved! 
No money out of pocket! 
Call 1-855-980-5461
SERIOUSLY INJURED 
in an AUTO ACCIDENT? 
Let us fight for you! Our 
network has recovered 
millions for clients! Call 
today for a FREE consul-
tation! 1-844-423-8835
AUTOMOBILES
Donate your car, truck or 
van. Help veterans find 
jobs or start a business. 
Call Patriotic Hearts 
Foundation. Fast, FREE 
pick-up. Max tax-deduc-
tion. Operators are stand-
ing by! Call 1-866-495-
0115
CABLE/UTILITIES
DIRECTV - Every live 
football game, every 
Sunday - anywhere - on 
your favorite device. Re-
strictions apply. Call IVS 
- 1-866-292-5435
DIRECTV NOW. No Sat-
ellite Needed. $40/month. 
65  Channels. Stream 
Breaking News, Live 
Events, Sports & On De-
mand Titles. No Annual 
Contract. No Commit-
ment. CALL 1-844-448-
9318
DISH Network. $59.99 for 
190 Channels! Blazing 
Fast Internet, $19.99/mo. 
(where available.) Switch 
& Get a FREE $100 Visa 
Gift Card. FREE Voice 
Remote. FREE HD DVR. 
FREE Streaming on 
ALL Devices. Call today! 
1-855-633-4574
CELLULAR
Two great new offers 
from AT&T Wireless! Ask 
how to get the new iP-
hone 11 or Next Gener-
ation Samsung Galaxy 
S10e ON US with AT&T’s 
Buy one, Give One offer. 
While supplies last! CALL 
1-866-478-8859
FINANCIAL SERVICES
Attention all homeowners 
in jeopardy of Foreclo-
sure? We can help stop 
your home from foreclo-
sures. The Foreclosure 
Defense helpline can help 
save your home. The Call 
is absolutely free. 1-855-
685-9465
Wesley Financial Group, 
LLC Timeshare Can-
cellation Experts Over 
$50,000,000 in timeshare 

debt and fees cancelled 
in 2019. Get free informa-
tional package and learn 
how to get rid of your 
timeshare! Free consul-
tations. Over 450 positive 
reviews. Call 855-977-
4979
HEALTH SERVICE
Portable Oxygen Con-
centrator May Be Cov-
ered by Medicare! Re-
claim independence and 
mobility with the compact 
design and long-lasting 
battery of Inogen One. 
Free information kit! Call 
888-982-0374
LIVE PAIN FREE with 
CBD products from Ace 
Wellness. We guarantee 
highest quality, most com-
petitive pricing on CBD 
products. Softgels, Oils, 
Skincare, Vape & more. 
Coupon Code: PRINT20 
Call Now 855-780-8704
HEARING AIDS!! Buy 
one/get one FREE!  Near-
ly invisible, fully recharge-
able IN-EAR NANO hear-
ing aids priced thousands 
less than competitors!  
45-day trial! Call: 1-844-
819-0345
HELP WANTED – 
TRUCK DRIVERS
NEW STARTING BASE 
PAY - .50 cpm w/ option 
to make .60 cpm for Class 
A CDL Flatbed Drivers, 
Excellent Benefits, Home 
Weekends, Call 800-
648-9915 or www.boy-
dandsons.com
CWS- Owner Operators 
CDL Class A. I year driv-
ing experience. Dedicat-
ed round trips paid week-
ly paid per mile, regular 
home time. Call 1-800-
832-7036 ext 1626
Drivers, CDL-A - $7500 
SignOn/Retention Bonus 
Dedicated Home Week-
ly - Full Benefits & Avg 
$80k/yr 1yr Class A OTR 
Exp. 833-409-1269
HOME IMPROVEMENT
BATHROOM RENOVA-
TIONS. EASY, ONE DAY 
updates! We specialize in 
safe bathing. Grab bars, 
no slip flooring & seated 
showers. Call for a free-
in-home consultation: 
1-844-519-3621
HOME SERVICES

GENERAC Standby Gen-
erators provide backup 
power during utility power 
outages, so your home 
and family stay safe and 
comfortable. Prepare 
now. Free 7-year ex-
tended warranty ($695 
value!). Request a free 
quote today! Call for ad-
ditional terms and condi-
tions. 1-844-688-8576
The Generac PWRcell, a 
solar plus battery storage 
system. SAVE money, re-
duce your reliance on the 
grid, prepare for power 
outages and power your 
home. Full installation 
services available. $0 
Down Financing Option. 
Request a FREE, no ob-
ligation, quote today. Call 
1-844-499-0041
INSURANCE SERVICES
New Medicare Part D 
Insulin Savings Mod-
el.  Stable, Predictable 
Insulin Copays through-
out 2021!  $35/ Month 
through Deductible, Ini-
tial, and Coverage Gap 
stages.  Cumberland 
Benefits, 502.386.7857
Up to $15,000.00 of 
GUARANTEED Life In-
surance! No medical 
exam or health questions. 
Cash to help pay funeral 
and other final expenses. 
Call Physicians Life In-
surance Company- 844-
950-2448 or visit www.
Life55plus.info/kypress
MEDICAL
HEARING AIDS!! Buy 
one/get one FREE!  Near-
ly invisible, fully recharge-
able IN-EAR NANO hear-
ing aids priced thousands 
less than competitors!  
45-day trial! 855-491-
9600
MISCELLANEOUS
High-Speed Internet. We 
instantly compare speed, 
pricing, availability to 
find the best service for 
your needs.  Starting at 
$39.99/month! Quickly 
compare offers from top 
providers. Call 1-866-
523-0708
AT&T Internet. Starting 
at $40/month w/12-mo 
agmt. Includes 1 TB of 
data per month. Get More 
For Your High-Speed In-
ternet Thing. Ask us how 
to bundle and SAVE! Geo 
& svc restrictions apply. 
Call us today 1-866-515-
1316.
Earthlink High Speed In-
ternet. As Low As $14.95/
month (for the first 3 
months.) Reliable High 
Speed Fiber Optic Tech-
nology. Stream Videos, 
Music and More! Call 
Earthlink Today 1-866-
930-8254
HughesNet Satellite In-
ternet – Finally, no hard 
data limits! Call today for 
speeds up to 25mbps as 
low as $59.99/mo! $75 
gift card, terms apply. 

1-844-759-0616
4G LTE Home Inter-
net Now Available! Get 
GotW3 with lightning fast 
speeds plus take you ser-
vice with you when you 
travel! As low as $109.99/
mo! 1-888-610-0053
Never Pay For Covered 
Home Repairs Again! 
Complete Care Home 
Warranty COVERS ALL 
MAJOR SYSTEMS AND 
APPLIANCES. 30 DAY 
RISK FREE. $200.00 
OFF + 2 FREE Months! 
1-888-379-0946 Hours 
Mon-Thu, Sun :  9:30 am 
to 8:00 pm Fri :  9:30 am 
to 2:00 pm(all times East-
ern)
ATTENTION HOME-
OWNERS!! YOU CAN 
PROTECT YOUR APPLI-
ANCES AND SYSTEMS. 
For just a little more than 
a $1.00/day. Call now for 
First month free, $75.00/
off 1st year. 1-855-536-
7294
Cable Price Increase 
Again? Switch To DI-
RECTV & Save + get a 
$100 visa gift card! Get 
More Channels For Less 
Money. Restrictions ap-
ply. Call Now! 1-844-959-
4732
MOVING COMPANIES
Cross Country Moving, 
Long distance Moving 
Company, out of state 
move $799 Long Dis-
tance Movers. Get Free 
quote on your Long dis-
tance move. Call 1-866-
277-4555.
PROFESSIONAL OR-
GANIZATIONS
Become a Published Au-
thor. We want to Read 

Your Book! Dorrance 
Publishing-Trusted by 
Authors Since 1920 Book 
manuscript submissions 
currently being reviewed. 
Comprehensive Services: 
Consultation, Production, 
Promotion and Distribu-
tion Call for Your Free 
Author`s Guide 1-855-
209-2951 or visit http://
dorranceinfo.com/Ken-
tucky
TAX SERVICES
Need IRS Relief $10K – 
125K+ Get Fresh Start 
or Forgiveness. Call 
1-855-897-7657 Monday 
through Friday 7AM-5PM 
PST
ANTIQUES
40th YEAR! BURLING-
TON ANTIQUE SHOW. 
10 min. south of Cincin-
nati. Sunday, April 18 
6am-3pm. 200+ dealers. 
Rain or Shine. (513) 922-
6847. burlingtonantique-
show.com
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are within the 270 area code unless otherwise 
noted.
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Rocket Way Employees of the Month
Employees receiving Rocket Way recognition in March are (above left) classified employee Marlee Lanham, praised for
her eagerness to help and learn technology troubleshooting at CCES; and Shannon Hodge, who co-workers describe as
having a heart of gold and holding students and athletes to high standard. Pictured with the award recipients is Crittenden
County Schools’ public relations director Tiffany Blazina. 

Rocket Way Students of the Month
Rocket Way students of the month for March were (clockwise from left) Peyton Lanham was recognized for his friendliness,
responsibility in the classroom and friendliness to his classmates; Chaun Tramel’s teachers describe him as hard-working,
kind and encouraging; Caden DeBoe’s teacher Talley Joyce called him responsible, respectful, resourceful and humble;
Gage Adamson’s teacher said he is a model student and natural leader.

Hinton
Scott Co.
DOSE

Kim Lanham Hinton,
formerly of Marion, has
been named Director of
Special Education for
S c o t t
C o u n t y
Schools.  

H i n t o n
has served
as assis-
tant direc-
tor since
2017.  She
was a spe-
cial educa-
tion teacher
for 13 years
serving at Lemons Mill
Elementary, Paris Ele-
mentary and Hanson
Elementary.

“It has been my pleas-
ure to serve as Assistant
Director and I am thrilled
to be selected as the Di-
rector of Special Educa-
tion for Scott County
Schools,” Hinton said.  

Hinton earned a bach-
elor of arts in special
education from Murray
State University.  She
holds a master’s degree
in special education from
the University of Louis-
ville and Director of Spe-
cial Education
certification from Univer-
sity of the Cumberlands.  

She is the daughter of
Joe and Nancy Lanham
of Marion.

The Woman’s Club of
Marion held a photogra-
phy contest on its Face-
book page in March,
drawing 33 entries in
four classes. Class topics
included winter, people,
animals and happiness.

From March 11-17, the
public was invited to vote
for one photo in each
class.  Votes were deter-
mined by the number of
Likes a photo received.

Class winners were:
Winter-Libbi Robinson
People-Melissa K. Hunt
Animals- (Tie) Libbi

Robinson and Joy Ring-
staff

Happiness-Joy Ring-
staff

Each of the first-place
winners selected from a
list of local groups the
Woman’s Club supports
to receive a $50 donation
in their honor.  

Groups selected to re-
ceive contributions in-
cluded the Crittenden
County Animal Shelter,
Community Arts Founda-
tion and the Crittenden
County Public Library.

Photos are available for
viewing on the Woman’s
Club of Marion Facebook
page. 

Local groups benefit
from Woman’s Club
photography contest

Hinton

Nine members of Mar-
ion’s new archery team,
Inside Out Archers of
Kentucky, competed in  a
3-D shoot at Lake Bark-
ley Resort April 10. It was
the first-ever competition
for five team members.

Three competitors fin-
ished on the podium, in-
cluding the following:

•Tucker Boudro, youth
male open first place and
overall high boys score

•Max Clements, youth
male open second place

•Emory Orr, eagle girls
open first place.

Coach Josh Orr will
share information about

the club at an infor-
mational meeting April
19, including require-
ments, opportunities and
a schedule of competi-
tions.

Marion archers start
season with two wins

Top finishers for Marion’s Inside Out archery team at last
weekend’s Lake Barkley Resort shoot are (from left) Max
Clements, Emory Orr and Tucker Boudro.

Informational
Meeting

Inside Out Archers of Ken-
tucky will have an infomrai-
tonal meeting at 6 p.m.,
Monday, April 19 at Bigham
Lodge across from Henry &
Henry Monuments in Mar-
ion.



BASEBALL
Rockets beat UHA to
advance to All A title
game on Thursday
Crittenden County beat

University Heights 10-5 Tues-
day to advance to the All A
Classic Second Region cham-
pionship game for the first
time in nearly a decade.
The Rockets scored eight

runs in the pivotal fifth in-
ning, giving them a berth in
Thursday’s title game against
Caldwell County at Dawson
Springs. CCHS last played in
the small-school champi-
onship game in 2012.
Maddox Carlson pitched 52⁄3

innings for the win and Ben
Evans closed it out on the
mound for CCHS. Carlson
struck out four and Evans
two.
Carlson also drove in three

runs on two hits. Logan Bai-
ley, Evans and Gabe Mott
each had two hits.
Tyler Boone and Caden Mc-

Calister had the Rockets’ only
extra-based hits, a pair of
doubles. Boone drove in two
runs with his two-bagger in
the fifth when CCHS broke
the game open. UHA led 3-1
going into that inning.
An interesting sidebar to

the Rockets’ run this season
is that coach Devin Belt
pitched a no-hitter in the
opening round of the All A re-
gional tournament the last
time CCHS reached the
championship game. Critten-
den has never won a regional
All A title.

CCHS homers twice in
Invitational opener
The Rockets started last

Thursday off with a bang to
open the Warren County Invi-
tational Spring Break Tour-
nament at Bowling Green.
They got things going in the
bottom of the second inning
against Edmonson County
with a two-run homer from
freshman Hunter Smith.
Then the Rockets exploded for
nine runs in the third, includ-
ing a grand slam from senior
Trace Adams. 
Crittenden County went on

to win 15-0 behind a three-
hit, complete-game shutout
from junior Maddox Carlson.
Crittenden totaled 10 hits.

Carlson and sophomore Case
Gobin each had multiple hits.
Carlson led the way by going
3-for-3 at the plate. 

CCHS beats McLean
Crittenden County started

off by scoring twice in each of
the first two innings against
McLean last Thursday in its
second game at the Warren
County spring break tourna-
ment. A home run by Carlson
in the first gave the Rockets a
quick lead. The game was tied
at four apiece in the bottom of
the fifth when Braxton
Winders singled on a 3-2
count, scoring one run. That
would give the Rockets an
edge en route to a 10-4 vic-
tory. 
CCHS had eight hits in the

game. Adams, Carlson and
junior Ben Evans all collected
multiple hits. 
Freshman Jeremiah Foster

started the game on the
mound for the Rockets. He
surrendered four runs on two
hits over 41⁄3 innings, while
striking out three. Evans
came on in relief and got the
win for the Rockets. He
pitched nearly two full in-
nings, allowing no hits and no
runs. Junior Logan Bailey
threw the final inning.

CCHS runs out of steam
in final game at Warren 
The Rockets fell behind

early as Breckinridge scored
eight runs in the bottom of

the second on Friday in their
final game at the Warren
County Invitational.
Breckinridge, a state semi-

finalist in 2019, came in with
a high-powered offense and
scored 13 runs. That was the
most given up in a single
game by the Rockets all sea-
son. In fact, the CCHS de-
fense had allowed just 18
runs in their previous five
games before Breckinridge.
Crittenden, however, closed

the gap in the middle innings,
scoring three in the fifth in-
ning. Adams, Evans and sen-
ior Gabe Mott each had RBIs
in that big inning. 
The Rockets pulled to

within four at one point, but
lost 13-5 despite racking up
10 hits.
Adams, Mott and Winders

each had two hits to lead Crit-
tenden County. 
Bailey took the loss for the

Rockets. He allowed seven
hits and seven runs in less
than two innings. Mott came
in and got two outs in the sec-
ond inning before Gobin and
Smith closed it out on the
mound.

SOFTBALL

Quarantine idles girls;
wipes out All A hosting
Crittenden County was

scheduled to host this week’s
All A Classic Second Region
Girls’ Softball Tournament,
but COVID-19 wiped out the
opportunity. 
Public health officials noti-

fied the team last week that it
would have to quarantine
through Monday of this week
due to contact tracing proto-
col.
The girls were to have

played Lyon County at Mar-
ion-Crittenden County Park
on Monday then hosted the
semifinals and championship
rounds of the small-school
tournament Tuesday and
Thursday.
“I hate it for our seniors,

but there’s just nothing you
can do about situations like
this,” said softball coach
Stephen Smith. 
The softball girls should be

ready to return to the field on
Friday when they’re sched-
uled to play a Fifth District
game at Trigg County.

TRACK|FIELD
Keller breaks own
mark in 1600 meters
Crittenden County senior

Kate Keller on Saturday broke

a school record she had pre-
viously set herself. 
Keller ran the 1,600-meter

race at Calloway County in
5:32, which was just over two
seconds faster than her previ-
ous best in the one-mile race.
She finished second in the
race.
Following are local results

from others at the Laker Invi-
tational at Calloway County.

April 10
At Calloway County
Laker Invitational

BOYS
100 Meters 4. Eli Moss

(12.24). 
1600 Meters 16. Jordan

Hardesty (6:32.55). 
400 Meters 5. Kaleb Nes-

bitt (58.57); 12. Noah Perkins
(1:00.59); 16. Noah McGowan
(1:02.67). 
800 Meters 8. Rowen

Perkins (2:26.75); 16. Cole
Swinford (2:37.91). 
200 Meters 4. Eli Moss

(24.88); 13. Noah McGowan
(27.01). 
Long Jump 5. Noah

Perkins (17' 7.50); 14. Rowan
Perkins (15' 5.50). 
Discus 11. Sammy Impas-

tato (75' 8"); 12. Lane West
(73' 11"). 
Shot Put 1. Noah McGowan

(41' 11"); 16. Lane West (25'
2") 17. Sam Impastato (25'
1"). 

GIRLS
100 Meters 24. Karsyn Pot-

ter (15.33); 30. Payton
Maness (15.78). 
Freshman 1600 Meters 2.

Mary Martinez  (6:38.75); 9.
Jayden Duncan (7:52.56). 
1600 Meters 2. Kate Keller

(5:32.85). 
400 Meters 15. Kara Fulk-

erson (1:13.47); 18. Karsyn
Potter (1:16.88). 
300 Hurdles 7. Kara Fulk-

erson (1:01.15). 
800 Meters 5. Kate Keller

(2:48.06); 19. Jayden Duncan
(3:37.38). 
200 Meters 19. Karsyn Pot-

ter (32.13).
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LOCAL SPORTS
SPRING SPORTS 
Upcoming events
THURSDAY, April 15
Baseball hosts Caldwell County
FRIDAY, April 16
Baseball at Trigg County
Softball at Trigg County
SATURDAY, April 17
Baseball hosts Mayfield
MONDAY, April 19
Baseball hosts Lyon County
Softball hosts Lyon County
TUESDAY, April 20
Softball at Calloway County
Track hosts Quad Meet

OUTDOORS
Hunting Seasons
Here are some of the key hunting

opportunities currently in season or
coming up soon: 
Coyote Nighttime       Dec. 1 - May 31
Wild Turkey                April 17 - May 9 
Coyote                             Year Round
Groundhog                       Year Round
Turtles                              Year Round

Turkey season opens
For the first time in two years,

Kentucky is open to spring turkey
hunting for everyone. Last year,
due to the pandemic shutdown,
out-of-state hunters were not al-
lowed to hunt spring turkeys in
Kentucky unless they had pur-
chased a license prior to March.
Field reports from hunters doing
pre-season scouting have been
mixed. Hunters here harvested 341
turkeys in the spring of 2020, that
was down slightly from the previous
year, but higher than a 20-year
record-low harvest of 288 in 2018.
There was a period in the 2000s
and early 2010s when Crittenden
hunters regularly bagged more than
500 birds a season.

BASKETBALL 
Mott verbally commits
Rocket senior Gabe Mott has ver-

bally committed to play basketball
at Centre College in Danville. Mott
finished his high
school career last
month with 1,545
points, which is
third on the Crit-
tenden County
boys’ all-time
scoring list. Mott
visited the liberal
arts college over spring break.
There will be a formal signing later
at the high school. Centre is where
CCHS girls’ coach Shannon Hodge
was a Division III Basketball All-
American.

Marshall runnerup
First Region girls basketball

champion Marshall County finished
runnerup in the Sweet 16 last
weekend at Rupp Arena. The Lady
Marshals defeated Second Region
champion Henderson County in the
semifinals then lost 49-47 to Sa-
cred Heart in the championship
game.

FOLLOW THE PRESS ON TWITTER
@CrittendenPress for Alerts, Updates

FOLLOW THE ROCKETS at THE PRESS ONLINE
www.The-Press.com  Sports Tab

WATCH VARSITY SPORTS  LIVE ONLINE
National Federation of High Schools Sports Network

Baseball District Standings
                                        Overall    Dist
Lyon County              5-2     1-0
Crittenden County     5-2     0-1
Trigg County              2-2     0-0
Livingston County     2-6     0-0

Softball District Standings
                                        Overall    Dist
Lyon County              4-3     1-0
Crittenden County     1-3     0-1
Livingston County     6-2     0-0
Trigg County              1-2     0-0 

Crittenden County third baseman Trace Adams makes a play
across the infield during Crittenden’s win over Edmonson
County last week at the Warren County Invitational spring break
baseball tournament in Bowling Green.

Freshman Jeremiah Foster
delivers a pitch against
McLean County during last
week’s spring break tourna-
ment at Bowling Green.

Junior Maddox Carlson went
into Tuesday’s All A Classic
semifinal game having not
given up a single run in 11 in-
nings this season.

Senior Kate Keller finishes
strong to set a new school
record in the 1,600 meters.

213 Sturgis Rd., Marion
(270) 965-4261

After the meet
run in to
Marion’s...

Beavers
CAR WASH
AUTOMATIC - SPOT FREE RINSE
301 SOUTH MAIN, MARION, KY • 965-3151

Jerry, Kristi & Kurt Beavers

GOOD 
LUCK

ROCKETS!
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                                  Confirmed              Currently in                Currently            Recovered                  
County                      Cases Ever           Home Isolation        Hospitalized              Cases                Deaths
Caldwell            1,202                  12                     1               1,162            27
Crittenden          675*                   15                     3                 626              22
Livingston           786                   24                     1                 743              18
Lyon                  1,535                  10                     0               1,507            18
Trigg                  1,179                  32                     1               1,136            10
Total                  5,368                  93                     6               5,174            95
                              Source: Pennyrile District Health Department

FIVE-COUNTY AREA
Most info in this graphic current as of April 9.   *Updates with April 12 data.

BY KATIE PRATT
UNIVERSITY OF KENTUCKY
The emerald ash borer

is slowly making its way
into Western Kentucky
after spending the past
decade largely in the
eastern half of the state.
The tiny, dark-green

metallic beetle was first
found in Central Ken-
tucky in 2009. Due to the
“Slow the Spread” cam-
paign and quarantines
that encouraged Ken-
tuckians not to move fire-
wood, the bugs’
westward movement was
greatly slowed. However,
it has been recently
found as far west as Crit-
tenden County.
“Western Kentuckians

need to know if they have
an ash tree. If they do,
they need to start
preparing to make some
hard decisions,” said
Jonathan Larson, an en-
tomologist with the Uni-
versity of Kentucky
College of Agriculture,
Food and Environment.
“Those decisions are
whether to remove the
tree now and pay that
money upfront or to in-
vest some money and
treat the tree to keep it

around.”
Advanced stages of an

emerald ash borer infes-
tation include D-shaped
exit holes, splitting bark
and larvae tunnels
through the tree. (Photo
by Katie Pratt, UK Ag)
Over the years, ash has

been a popular tree for
Kentuckians to plant. It
is commonly found in
neighborhoods, back-
yards and woodlands
across the state.
The emerald ash borer

attacks all species of ash.
Adult borers feed on a
tree’s leaves. The larvae
burrow into the tree to
feed on the bark, destroy-
ing the tree’s ability to
transport water and nu-
trients to its canopy. This
can cause loss of the en-
tire canopy within a year
or two.
Susan Fox is Lyon

County’s agriculture and
natural resource exten-
sion agent. With the
emerald ash borer only a
county away, she is en-
couraging her clients to
be aware of their ash
trees, the insect and its
effects.
“I want people in my

county to start watching

for symptoms of the
emerald ash borer,” Fox
said. “As the insect pres-
sure grows, they will
have to make some deci-
sions about their trees. If
they have a lot of ash in
their woodlands, they
may want to log it now.
Once the borer is found
in a tree, it loses all
value.”
Early symptoms of the

emerald ash borer ap-
pear as leaf dieback and
leaf drop in the top one-
third of the tree. An in-
crease in woodpeckers
visiting the tree is also a
tell-tale sign of an infes-
tation since the birds love
to eat emerald ash bor-
ers. Trees with an ad-
vanced infestation will
have D-shaped exit holes
and splitting bark from
adults emerging from the
tree.
“Western Kentuckians

may begin noticing leaf
dieback in the top third
of the tree canopy,” Lar-
son said. “You can treat
and save a tree if it still
has at least 50 percent of
its canopy.”
UK Department of En-

tomology’s emerald ash
borer website offers tree

identification resources
online to help landown-
ers and homeowners
identify their trees and
the insects at entomol-
ogy.ca.uky.edu.
“Ash trees have dia-

mond-shaped patterns in
the bark that look kind of
like alligator skin and
nice, compound leaves
on the plant,” Larson
said.

If landowners decide to
remove the ash and re-
place it, the UK Depart-
ment of Horticulture
offers an educational
publication to help peo-
ple decide on the replace-
ment tree that would
work best in their envi-
ronment and personal
preference. The publica-
tion ID-241: After Your
Ash Has Died-Making an

Informed Decision on
What to Replant is avail-
able at www2.ca.uky.edu
or local extension offices.
UK Cooperative Exten-

sion Service agents can
help landowners deter-
mine if they have an ash
tree and if their trees are
showing early symptoms
of the emerald ash borer.

Contact your local Extension service at 270-965-5236 to have an agent help you de-
termine if the emerald ash borer is active on your property.

GUARD
Continued from page 1
Sarah Riley said hardly
anyone knew about it
until the last minute.

“We didn’t tell the
teachers until about 30
minutes before it hap-
pened,” she said.

A couple of classes –
those including Duncan’s
two youngest children –
were called outside under
the pretense of learning
how to win prizes as part
of a fundraising cam-
paign. The biggest prize
was hidden under a large
cardboard box. When
teachers unveiled what
was in the box, Duncan’s

children quickly raced to
him for an emotional em-
brace.

“To see the love a fam-
ily has for their father
and the respect our stu-
dents showed them was
a great experience,” Riley
said.

Duncan’s wife, Bre-
ann, and his oldest son,
Keifer, were also in on the
surprise and hiding a few
feet away when Duncan
was revealed in his full

military dress.
Duncan, who is also a

local policeman and or-
dained minster, will be
back to work on the
streets of Marion in a few
weeks.

During deployment to
Poland for Operation Eu-
ropean Deterrence Initia-
tive, Duncan and his
troops provided medical
support for American sol-
diers in Poland and other
nearby countries. 

“In 10 months we did
over 1,000 COVID swabs,
treated and monitored
over 250 COVID positive
patients and had about
4,800 total medical en-
counters,” he said.

LIVE ONLINE
At The Press
Online you can see
our video coverage of the
soldier’s reunion with family.

STAFF REPORT
Crittenden Circuit

Court Judge Renee
Williams was on the
bench last Thursday in
Crittenden County and
handled a number of
cases on the regular
monthly docket.
Outcomes were deter-

mined in the following
cases.
•Thomas M. Jepsen,

56, of Marion was for-
mally sentenced after
pleading guilty to a Class
C felony charge of sec-
ond-degree assault and
an amended charge of
misdemeanor second-de-
gree criminal simulation

- which was originally a
felony charge of tamper-
ing with physical evi-
dence. Jepsen was
sentenced to five years
on the felony and 12
months on the misde-
meanor with the time to
run concurrently. He will
be required to serve at
least 18 months before
being eligible for proba-
tion, and also will be re-
quired to complete a
treatment program.
Jepsen pleaded guilty to
grabbing a female
around the neck during
an altercation July 8,
2019 at a residence on
West Elm Street. The vic-

tim suffered bruising,
lacerations and a cut on
her head, according to
the police report. 
•Tyquarius Stubbs, 18,

of Hopkinsville was given
a two-year probated sen-
tence on an amended
charge of sexual miscon-
duct, a Class A misde-
meanor. He was
originally charged with
felony possession of mat-
ter portraying a sexual
performance by a minor.
•Leslie Ann Yeakel, 51,

of Princeton pleaded
guilty to two counts of
theft of identity and will
be formally sentenced on
May 13.

Rushing’s championship
gives CCMS second place

Crittenden County seventh-grader Chloe
Rushing, who is a member of the middle
school speech team, lifted her CCMS
team to a second-place finish in the
Murray regional. Rushing competed in
the middle school regional tournament,
which was conducted virtually a few
weeks ago. She was selected as re-
gional champion in Prose Interpretation,
and by virtue of her first-place finish,
Crittenden County collected enough
points to win second place in the region.
Team finishes are based on individual
student sweepstakes points and Rush-
ing’s championship gave CCMS all of its
regional points. The trophy was received
in the mail last week at CCMS.

Circuit Judge hears monthly
pleadings in Marion courtroom

Emerald ash borer found in Crittenden

Crittenden County con-
tinues to stay on a pace of
about two COVID-19
cases per day.
The virus began to slow

here in late February after
a wintertime peak, yet
there remains a steady
number of cases con-
firmed each week.
There were a couple of

new cases confirmed here
on Monday, bringing the
county’s seven-day total

to 15 during period of
April 6 through April 12.
Through Monday, there

have been 25 cases diag-
nosed in Crittenden
County this month, an
average of 2.08 cases per
day. Most of the con-
firmed new cases in April
have been young adults,
and several teens. Just
four have been age 60 or
older.
The case total for the

county since the pan-
demic began has grown to
675 with 22 deaths.
Vaccine is readily avail-

able to almost anyone age
16 and over, but Ken-
tucky has stopped using
the single-dose Johnson
& Johnson COVID-19
vaccine after the CDC rec-
ommended a “pause” to
investigate reports of po-
tentially dangerous blood
clots due to the shot.

County averaging about 2 cases per day
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